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When a politician stands for re-election it is only right that their record in terms of achievements and aspirations, especially when looked at in the context of their manifesto, should be analysed.

Unfortunately, with no dedicated in-depth election coverage on the television and limited access in terms of radio interviews, it is often difficult for people to gauge how their members have performed over the last five years.
Having now spent a considerable amount of time talking to people on the doorstep, conducting a full Elector’s Survey and looking in some depth at the current administration’s performance, I have carried out an analysis of our present member’s achievements in terms of his manifesto commitments.
Before anyone starts saying this is a personal attack on the present member, it is not:  it is a factual analysis of his and his administration’s performances both nationally and locally.
	The Economy & Population
	

	He said
	The Reality

	“The current rate of population is too high.  Whether one is Manx or in a position to call the Island one’s home, we all value it for what it is and fear what it might become if the present rate of growth continues.”
	Nothing has changed in the last five years:  in fact we now have more foreign workers.

	“Whilst aspiring to the highest standard of operation we only need to adopt legislation appropriate to our Island and where necessary to provide assistance to small businesses at the heart of our community.”
	Involved in business myself and having talked to a number of other individuals, this is simply not the case.  We have continued to adopt UK and EU sponsored legislation without any cost benefit analysis to ourselves or regulatory impact assessment.  Health & Safety continues to hamper business growth, along with a plethora of government sponsored regulation and legislation.  I am frankly surprised that anyone starts a small business nowadays when you look at the complications of opening bank accounts, complying with Employment and Health & Safety legislation.

	“Personally I would support small businesses on the Island and I feel their interests need to be represented both individually and through developing links with the Chamber of Commerce.”
	I spoke to the Chamber of Commerce and Mr Anderson has not even responded to their 10 basic questions for potential new members, let alone spent time liaising with them over the last five years.



	“We should continue to diversify the Manx economy.  I believe that in view of the current restrictions of labour and housing the growth and prosperity of our small and medium sized Manx businesses should be a greater priority.”
	The present administration has heaped more regulation and legislation on all business and I cannot see any way in which business has been encouraged as a result of this.

	Tourism
	

	He said
	The Reality

	“The construction of a couple of strategically placed Youth Hostel units would enable a wider age group to appropriate our extensive footpath network and should be appreciated (his words, not mine).”
	We have not got any Youth Hostels on the Island nor are any in prospect.

	“I would support the development of a non-tidal marina on the Island.”
	Well, to be fair, we have one in Douglas but what an opportunity missed in Peel!

	Housing
	

	He said
	The Reality

	“The current shortage of affordable housing, especially for those getting on the housing ladder for the first time, is a problem.”
	Whilst the Government has tried with a First-Time Buyers Register, an inspection of the Newsletter in January this year reveals in prospect only 15 units in Archallagan Terrace, Foxdale subject to planning and these are all for sale.  This really needs to be given a higher priority.  Many people I have met, particularly elderly people, would love to see more developments like the Magher Vay in St Johns and this would free up larger houses for younger people, particularly in the rental sector.

	Education
	


	He said
	The Reality

	“Children are the future of the Island and we should not compromise in providing them with the best education available.”
	He has presided over loss of a Special Needs Centre among much controversy and access to UK Open University subsidy has now been removed.

	External Issues
	

	He said
	The Reality

	“The Island competes in a large global marketplace and although we do have to be competitive we do not wish to be drowned in a sea of over-regulation and red tape.”
	I suggest Mr Anderson takes a look at the due diligence legislation and banking legislation that has come in over the last five years.  Opening a bank account for even a private individual let alone a small business is difficult, to say the least.  On top of this we have all the other legislation and regulation that has been introduced because of the UK or EU.  A look at the Government plan for the next five years reveals over 80+ pieces of new legislation, much of it to bring the Isle of Man in line with the UK and Europe.  If this is not drowning in new legislation I don’t know what is.

	“We should jealously guard and advance our independence.”
	I wonder how many people identify with that sentiment in the present administration.

	Capital Expenditure
	

	He said
	The Reality

	“The incinerator project had reached a point where it would appear to be impossible to prevent its construction.”
	He was correct.  He seems to have done little with his colleagues to prevent a Government department pursuing a scheme to dump bottom ash on the top of a hill at Archallagan Plantation and threaten surrounding areas with potential pollution in the future.

	“The IRIS Project is another example of layman’s logic going out of the window.”
	He was right there:   we still have problems with the project and with the pelleting plant.

	“With regard to a new hospital, we have to make the most of this facility and hopefully learn lessons that can be put to use with future capital projects.”
	I wish the lessons had been learnt but I fear that they have not.  We still don’t have an Auditor General or Freedom of Information Act and there is a lack of scrutiny at Government level.  With regard to making the best of the hospital, anyone who read the report earlier this year will perhaps question that and of course we have ended up with a facility that is in excess of what is required.

	“We need to utilise the undoubted expertise of professionals.”
	I agree with this sentiment.  However, spending millions of pounds on consultants and enquiries after the event is not the answer.

	Planning
	

	He said
	The Reality

	“Planning new settlement now instead of in 10 years time will enable drawing up of criteria for location.”
	I don’t think we need a new settlement on an island the size of the Isle of Man.  Controlled expansion of existing settlements is the way forward.

	“It is clear that the 3,500 dwellings said to be needed in the next 10 years, etc……”
	Are these still needed?  Isn’t it time for a proper housing needs survey carried out on a parish/town basis?

	“The planning process is viewed by many with a mixture of cynicism and suspicion and I feel cause for fundamental review of the planning on the Island in an attempt to restore confidence, etc.”
	We did indeed have a review of the planning process and at long last the Planning Committee for our area does sit in public but with no Freedom of Information Act the public and applicants still have no proper access to the planning process and the members are not in the main democratically elected.  In addition to this it is almost standard practice in other countries for applicants and objectors alike to have the right to talk at Planning Meetings.  Further review is urgently required. 

	“I would support more planning being delegated to local authorities.”
	Local Commissioners have always reviewed planning applications but the truth is their recommendations are frequently overriden at officer level.

	Constitutional Issues
	

	He said
	The Reality

	“Within the life of the last House, elections to the Legislative Council have become a charade.”
	We are in exactly the same position as we were five years ago, in fact some would say worse off.

	“The latest proposal to reform local government has many serious flaws and will inevitably lead to more bureaucracy, etc.”
	He is, and was, right.  Fortunately there hasn’t been a major overhaul of local government yet I fear, having spoken about Mr Anderson’s involvement with Commissioners, he has let them get on with it and had little interface.  Local government needs to be linked to national government and the MHK is that link.


	Agriculture
	

	He said
	The Reality

	“To be cost effective we must keep our throughput at the Meat Plant and Creamery fully utilised.”
	This has patently not happened.  The slaughter and processing costs in the Isle of Man are well in excess of those in the UK and help make our products uncompetitive.

	“Agriculture has been a very resilient industry.”
	So it has, but only just.  The present potential loss of Red Meat Derogation has the potential to really impact on the Island.  What we need is proper initiatives, not platitudes and new-government-speak.  If we have to dig our heels in for another five or ten years on Red Meat Derogation then so be it.  Agriculture is so very important to the Isle of Man, not just in terms of production but environmentally in landscape stewardship, something must be done.

	The Environment
	

	He said
	The Reality

	“The Island’s natural environment is our most valuable asset and protection and enhancement of it should be encouraged.”
	Well, putting farmers out to dry will not help encourage them to spend and invest in landscape environmental schemes.  In addition to this the environment is not enhanced by fly tipping, waste disposal at inappropriate sites and Archallagan and consumption of carbon‑based fuels to provide energy and pump sewage round the Island.  The present administration has not addressed the problems of recycling nor got to grips with proper use of the incinerator.  Health & Safety legislation, not fortunately at St Johns amenity site but at the other amenity sites,have been impeding recycling of used electrical goods, etc.  It is interesting to note that 5 years ago Mr Anderson did not have any green credentials in terms of recycling, carbon use, etc!

	Traffic Management
	

	He said
	The Reality

	“Undoubtedly the biggest concern throughout the constituency is the speed of traffic through our villages.”
	He and his administration presided over one of the worst PR disasters in terms of consultation that I recall.  The “what do you think about a speed limit” public consultation was distributed as a propaganda document designed to force us into submission.  Had there been proper comparison with similar domains, a breakdown of the TT and MGP‑free weeks and real evidence that the already introduced speed limits were having some effect and that in domains where speed limits had been introduced they were effective not just restrictive, then a lot more people may well have signed up.

	“Consultation with the DoT, the police, Local Commissioners and residents on a regular basis to highlight priorities would be a big step in the right direction. “
	Mr Anderson has never consulted on a constituency‑wide basis with residents nor indeed, I fear, with the Local Commissioners.


Finally, and this is not a quote from Mr Anderson’s previous manifesto but an observation made by many people as I have canvassed the Electorate in Glenfaba, they feel let down and disappointed by Mr Anderson’s inability to communicate with the Electorate on a regular basis, consult where necessary and hold face to face meetings using surgeries, etc.
You may well point a finger at me and say, will I do better if elected.  Well, I can promise that I will.  In terms of local communication there will be regular newsletters.  I already have a large database of people with email addresses so that we can have a two‑way conversation and I am the first politician on the Island to run an Issues Log on my website, which I will update comprehensively.  Don’t worry, I will continue to communicate by paper as I know that a lot of people do not have internet access.  I will hold local surgeries and keep in touch.
With regard to the national issues and the aspirations in my Manifesto, I know that I have to work with other people.  I am already speaking to like‑minded potential members and present members so that I have some support if elected.  What can be achieved will rely on that support and being able to amend the present 5‑year plan to incorporate some of the new Parliament’s aspirations.
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