Letter to the Editor


28 October 2011

Party Conferences
I was interested to read in Hansard that at the last Legislative Council a question was asked about representation of the Isle of Man at party political conferences.

This is a subject dear to my heart as I am a regular attendee for two reasons: first general interest and networking politically trying to fly the Manx flag and secondly lobbying on behalf of General Aviation.

I have long thought that the Isle of Man should have more representation at these conferences. The Gibraltese and Falkland Islanders are good role models – they both have stands and the Gibraltese Chief Minister hosts a regular reception with attendees from senior UK government positions and shadow ministers (depending on which conference) as well as MPs. The stands also offer an opportunity for shop fronting our wares and as nearly all UK MPs attend their respective party conferences and at some stage circumnavigate the stand area. It is an unprecedented opportunity to network as it’s one of the few occasions when nearly all MPs come together and they have the time and really want to talk.

Stable door and bolting after the horse has left the scene come to mind. When one looks at the way the reciprocal health agreement was written off but picked up politically I am surprised at the inertia among some of our politicians that there was no political way back with regard to the VAT agreement. Putting that to one side there are ongoing implications as well as conceptions and perceptions about our future role as a financial centre as well as trading partner with the UK.

I am, however, heartened to read that there is, it seems, a will on the part of our new government to attend future conferences but they should be aware that party conferences are for politicians, not civil servants, and that lobbying is a specific skill and it should not be treated as a junket for all and sundry.

I do hope that in the future I will come across members of our government in attendance. It is absolutely vital for our future as an independent jurisdiction that we broaden our horizons and make sure that UK politicians know who we are and where we’re coming from.
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