Press Release
Manx Air Racer Wins British and European Air Racing Championships

The Isle of Man’s one and only air racer, Geoffrey Boot and his wife and navigator Suzie Boot from St. Johns, slipped off the island for 48 hours the weekend before the election – Geoffrey was standing as a candidate for Glenfaba – to participate in the final round of the Royal Aero Club’s air racing championship on the Channel Island of Alderney.  Geoffrey, who flies an ex‑military Siai Marchetti, has been racing for 20 years and has accumulated an impressive array of trophies and championships including the King’s Cup twice, European Championship in 2000 and the Olympic Tribute Trophy in Greece just prior to the last Olympics.  However the British Air Racing Championship has eluded him, coming second on two previous occasions.
They started this season thinking that they would not race at each venue – some seven during the race season – as Geoffrey was standing as an MHK candidate and devoting much of his time to the election process, but winning the first three races that they participated in immediately put them in contention for the championships.  This winning streak continued with no less than five firsts during the season and a number of seconds, but the championships were up for contention by at least three other pilots down to the line in Alderney.
Racing conditions were good with clear skies – the race taking place over a 15‑mile circuit, flying from Alderney round the Cascettes lighthouse some six times.  The Saturday race for the Flight Line Trophy was the culmination of the British Air Racing Championship and a second place ensured the championship for Geoffrey and Suzie.  On the Sunday windier conditions which favoured the heavier and faster aircraft saw Geoffrey come over the line about three seconds in front of his main competitor to secure the European Championship for the second time and the Aurigney Trophy.
The celebrations and news were somewhat lost in the election process that followed later in the week.  Perhaps, as Geoffrey puts it, the two championship wins were compensation for not winning the Glenfaba seat on Thursday!
Great Britain is the only place that still has a regular handicapped air racing calendar.  The races are run under the auspices of the Royal Aero Club Records Racing and Rally Association (www.airraceuk.com) with rules that are unique worldwide, using sophisticated software to handicap any propeller‑driven aircraft to enable a level playing field that allows pilot skills to win the race.  The first handicapped races were run in the 1920s and the rules used today established for the first King’s Cup race in 1934.
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